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Period V. I fiiould be wanting to the regard and friendiMp I prqfefs for your IcMfhip, if
1739^1734-' i did not lay before you the fatall, but natural!, and even neceffary confequences
1731. that will attend'..the breaking off,-of this negotiation upon, electorall points,
In which you are more particularly concerned, as being in your depart-
ment.

This negotiation is already known by many, and fufpefted by all ; Ihould It
break off, we muft be more in the power of France than ever, who then, know-
ing that we have no refource left, will ufe us as they think ,fitt, and infift upon
dangerous pledges of our future fidelity: we muft either enter into all their
deftrudive fchemes, or at beft continue, a good while longer, in the difagree-
able and unpopular fituation we are at prefent in* But this is not the worft
neither; for it is impoilble that this negotiation, fo farr -advanced, can now
break off, without additionall acrimony on both fides; and in that cafe it can-
not be expe&ed but that the emperor" will take the natural! advantage of de-
claring to the nation and to this republick, that thepublick tranquillity might
have been reftored, that he had agreed to all the points that related to England
and this country, but that electoral! considerations only prevented the con-
clufion of fo defirable a work, and plunged us into fo dangerous a warr. What
effeft this * will have, I need not fay; our enemies will tell us with pleafure,
Nor can I anfwer that, when the republick fhall once know it, as they certainly
will know It, they will riot conclude a feparate peace, or a neutrality upon
any terms; fuch are their apprehenfions of a warr, and efpecially of this warr.
The penfionary atfirft apprehended difficultys from thefe eleftorall points, even
without knowing them, and only from the outward afpeft of affairs in that part
of the world, and he thought it would be impoffible to adjuft them by treaty; but
he hoped they would be referred to future negotiations, after the harmony be-
tween the two courts fliould be reftored, and that then the emperor might con-
nive at what he could not publickly authorize. But/if the whole negotiation
fhould break off, upon any, or all of thefe eleftorall points, I think it is impof-
fible to defcribe the fatall confequences that mufh refult from it, both to the
king, the miniftry, and the nation.

I find, by the accounts from Berlin, that the king of Pmffia is frightened out
of his wits, if he ever had any; and wants to be friends with the king; and for
that reafon defires a minifter may be fent there, which, in my opinion, fliould
not be done; For he takes every inftance of complaifance to be an indica-
tion of fear? an4 grows i*folent upon it; whereas, if he Is really frightened, as

*                                         *         I believe be null ? I told him I might as well alk him
